AttheendofWorldWarlthe [+
victoriousationformedhéeague|

ofNationsforthepurposeofairing

international disputes, and of |« i

mobilizing its members for a| ™

collectiveefforttokeepthepeacein
theevenbfiggressiorbyanynation
againstanotherorofabreachotthe

peacetreaties. TheUnitedStates, | * |

imbuedwithisolationism,didnot
becomeamemtoer.

The Leaguefailedinitsfirst
testInl931thelapaneseusingasan
excusehexplosiorofsmalbomb

underasectionoftrackoftheSouth

i —,
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militaryservice.Alarmedby
Germanrearmament, Franct
sought an alliance with the
USSR.Underthepretextthat
this endangered Germany
Hitler remilitarized the
Rhineland in 1936. It was a
dangerousventureforBritair
and France could have
overwhelmedGermany,but
resolveddkeepthgpeacethey
tooknoaction.
Emiboldened by this success,

Hitleintensifiechisampaign
fokebensraungspacéohiving)

ManchuriaRailroad(overwhichJapan resigned from the LeaguetgpowerdictatorfGermanyand for the German people. He
theyhadvirtualcontrol),initiated Meanwhile,Manchuriahadbeenbegan to rearm the country in forcibly annexed Austria in
military operations designed tcoverrun and transformed into acontraventiormfhgrovision®the March938andhencharging
conquer all of Manchuria. After Japanesguppestateindethéame TreatyofVersaillesHedenounced abuse of German minorities.
receivinghaeporbftsommission oManchukuoBesebyfrictiorand the provisions of that treaty that threatened Czechoslovakia. At

ofinquiry,the Leagueadopteda dissensionamongitsmembers the limitedGermanarmamentandin the Munich Conferencethey
resolution in 1933 calling on the League took no further action.

JapaneseowithdrawThereupon,

Attack on Pearl Harbor -

AT:550rthsundaymorningf
Decembei71941)apanesdoombers
attackedtheAmericamavabaseat
PearlHarbor Threeoutoftheeight
battleships stationed there were
sunk, onewas runaground,and onewes
capsized Theotherthreealsowere
damagedctleversmalleshipsvere
destroyedordamagedbadly, 170
planeshatwereorthegroundwere
destroyedandchpproximately240(
peopledied.Japanalsoconducted
strategicstrikesonthePhilippines,
Guam,Midway,HongKong,and
Malaya. FDR called it "a date
which will live in infamy™,

WhenthebombsfellonPearl
Harbor jtwasl2:55ntheafternoon
inWashington,D.C.Thelapanese
diplomats had been sent coded

In1933also,AdolfHitlercame

informationtogiveSecretaryof
State Hull that they would be
rejectinghaemandothdJnited
States.Becauseofadelayinthe
decipheringthénformationthe
JapaneseenvoygseachedHulbne
hour late- at about the time the
news of the bombing reached
Washington.Forafewminutes,
Hullosthigemperdresseddown
the diplomats.

The United States declared 3

waronlaparnonthefollowingday.

Hitler did not believe the news |

whenhefirsthearditandthought

itwasapropagandaploy.When g
the news was verified, he and
Mussolini declared war on the §

United States.
The expected result of the

1935 reinstituted compulson

-Cont'd on page 2-

- U.S. enters War



At the YaltaConference the military plans of the Allies for the final military
defeat of Nazi Germany were coordinated, their attitude to Germany after her

1919  Treaty of Versallles World War | ends

1933 Hitler becomes dictator of Germany

1939 Soviet-German nonaggression pact ¢
Germany invades Poland < World
War Il begins

1941 Pearl Harbor attacked ¢ U.S. enters
war

1944 Allies invade Europe

1945 War ends ¢ Atomic bomb dropped
on Japan

unconditional surrender and the fundamental principles of policy concerning|
the post-war organization of the world outlined. It also determined that the
USSR should enter the war against Japan. I

cermanyrearms Pearl Harbor attack cont’'d

attackwas  Theattack onPearl Harbor was
to cripple onethanostuccessfubndlaring
the U. S. militaryactionghathadeverbeen
the Sudetenland, Hitler's Pacific executed. With one attack, the
assertedastlaimjnthehopeof Fleet for a Japaneseseeminglyreducedthe
maintainingpeace. Thishope period of uptoeighteen months, UnitedStatesromenavalpowerto
was short lived, forin March preventingggressivactioagainsaweakling. Withthe U.S. outof
1939, Hitlertookovertherestof imperial forces, with the fleet to theway thePacificwastheirs By
Czechoslovakiaandseizedthe laterbedrawnoutintoafinalbattle amatterofchance,ofthethreeof
formerGermanportofMemel anddestroyed Thiggoakludedthe thePacifid-leetarrierghatvould
fronLithuaniaTherefollowed JapaneseasU.S forceswereacting normallybeatPearlthatmorning,
demandsrPolandwithregard aggressively inthe South Pacific twowereatseaonexercisesandone
to Danzig Gdansk) and the within 60 daysand the fleetwas was on the U. S. west coast
Polish Corridor. fullyeffectivewithinayear There undergoing maintenance. Noi
wasneverthekindofmassivefleet knowinghdocatioroftheseships
thatcouldattack hisstrike force

cont’d

agreedtdGermaroccupatiorof

wouldaus¢heacticatommander
(AdmiralNagumo)towithdraw
before a planned third strike,
sparinghePacifid-leesubmarine
force, important maintenanct
facilitiesandcriticalfuelsupplies
Thesurvival ofthe repairshops
wouldenablerapidrestorationof
the fighting capability of the fleet.
This sneak attack against
Hawaii brought an immediate
reactiondinprecedentedinit§ron
the American people. Families from
every class sent their sons and
daughtergonvarywomerjoinedhe
industrialvorkorceanch@mnevas

battle that the Japanese hoped for.

Wartime conferences and war’s end

Ath€asablanc&onference
inJanuary 1943, Rooseveltand
Churchill--mosprobablytallay
JosephStalin'ssuspicionsofthe
loyaltyohisllies--proclaimeda
policgfinconditionaurrendefoi
Germany,ltaly,andJapanasthe
only means of maintaining the
peace. This policy may have
prolongedheawvarpuisolidified
theAlliednationsandmayhave
forestalledSovieeffortdowarda
separatepeacewithGermanyin
1943,

AttheTeheranConferencein

latd 943RooseveltChurchilland War'sendfoundtheUnited
Staliragreecbrbroadprinciplesf States and the USSR the two
operation for an international greatestpowersintheworld. At
organizationonediatelifferences thesametime theuseoftheatomic

between nations and maintain bombinendingthewarcreateda
peace. newlyfoundedivalryetweerthe
At Dumbarton Oaks in US.andRussia
Washington in the fall of 1944 Bythetimeofthesigningof
detailswereworkedoutanditvas theAxissatellitetreatiesearlyin
decidedaalthaevorganization 1947,thetwocountrieswwere drawing
the United Nations. The San apart. Frictionover the treaties
FranciscaConferenc&onvenedy WithAustriaGermanyandiapan
April 25, 1945, to organize the andSovietaggressivedesignsin
United Nations; its charter was €asterrEuropéroughtncreasing

adopted unanimously onJune 26, tensionandbytheendofl948their
relationshipouldeonsidereane

The atomic bomb dropped
over Hiroshima, Japan.




